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When you were a ki&, was there anyone you looked

at and saic}) “Yeah—-—] want to be like (llin the blank)?”

And the follow up qucstion IS WEQ? \/\/}19 did you
want to be like that person?

And one more follow up qucstion: Did you do
angthing about it? [Did you try to imitate him/her?

Lct’s fastforward a few 9cars...how about now?

Angonc you look at now, and say, “Yeah—| want to
be like (fill in the blank)?”

Are the qua]ities you want to emulate now any

ditferent than theg were when you were a kid?



\Well this is our last lesson in the short letter of 3
ohn. [Tere’s the way we’ve outlined the book —

g Jo}m’sjog that (jaius is Walking in the truth — v.
I

. Jo}m’s commendation of (Gaius’ love for the
brothers — v. 5-8

. John’s concern over Diotrephes’ Pride —-v.9-10

o John’s testimony of [Demetrius’ consistent life ~
v. 17172

o John’s desire to 5Pca;é face to face with (1aius —

v. 153-15
I or this last lesson we’re ]umping the final two
outline Points together.



FHere’s what these last 5 verses look m«-:; we’ll walk
through the SEEEEJS with this as our roadmap:
e | he exhortation to (Gaius: imitate goocl ~v. 1]

e

e | he example to (aius: the testimong of Demetrius
—-v. 12

e John, the shcphcrd of the sheepz “we will talk face to
face” —v. 13-14

. Jo}m) the shephcré of the 5}1€<3P: “greet the friends,
each bg name” —v. 15

John was Probab]g writing from TiPhCSUS to churches in
neighboring towns, and it is m«-:lg that all three letters
were written and sent in one Packet: i Jo gl Forgc—:neral
distribution, 2 _lohn to one sPechCic church, and 3 John

to John’s good friend (haius.




T he exhortation to (aius: imitate good —v. 1]
\We noticed carlier that _lohn refers to (Gaius four

times as “beloved” (v. 1,2,5,11). Hc uses it five times

in 1 _John. Rememberwhat the word means?

irst, it is a unique bond between the one who gives

love, and the agapefos, the one who is loved.
¢ Matt. 3:17—a unic:]ue and intimate rclationshil:),
not mcrely that the Son is loved; Mark 12:6

T he secondidea in the NT word Peloved focuses

sPechCica”g on the one receiving the love.
e Acts 15:25; Kom. 16:5
The word can also refer to love for an entire church -

* Rom. 1:75 1 COF. 414, 15:58; 1iP}‘! 5:1.




T he exhortation to (aius: imitate good —v. 1]

John has a strong imperativc here inv. 11:“do not
imitate evil but imitate good.”

Does it strike you as odd that lohn uses the word
imitate? \What does the word mean?

Mounce’s Com/o/ctc’:‘ Exloositorﬂ chf/ona/y of O/a/ and New
[ estament [} ords: “The Gk word mimetes means

‘“mitator.””

o “nthe ear]g church, many new believers needed
models to show them how to live a redeemed
ligcstglej since up to that time their lives were

shapc& bg a pagan culture.” ]’m not sure that
need has ever gone away...



he exhortation to (aius: imitate good —v. 1]

he word shows up several other times inthe N'| —
Hebrews 6:11-12—notice that the writer points
to Abrahaminv. 13-15 as his cxaml:)]c:.

Hebrews 1 5:7-——How dov. 8-9 fit with the context
of v. 77 What is the writer saying here?

i | hess. 1:6—5ee also 2:14-

2 T hess. 3:6-12—\What is he saying, here?

i Cor4:14-17,10:31-11:1; [hil 3:1 7—4(God has
&esignecj the (_hristian ife so that much of one’s
progress comes through imitating other Christians,
imPerFect though thcg be” _F SV Study Pible

};PH 5.1 _—-The highcst examp]e of all.




T he exhortation to (aius: imitate good —v. 1]

So-—what is the context here in 3 John?

¢ Does the context give us any clues about why
John might have written this?

e (Oris this a stand-alone exhortation, not rea”g
connected to angthing else in the letter, butjust
John changing topics‘?

e Oris Jolm genuinelg concerned about (Haius,
and is Prompte& to write this?

| think that John was concerned that (Gaius might be
swaycd }33 Diotrephcs’ strong Personalitg and not
oppose him, and thus allow his abuse and distortion
of the gospel to continue.



T he exhortation to (aius: imitate good —v. 1]

William Barclag writes this about (Gaius: “..((Gaius)
IS a kincﬂg soul, but very Probablg not so strong a

character as the aggressive Diotrephes, and whom
Jolm IS seeking to align with himself, for (Gaius, left
to himsclﬂ might well succumb to the forceful
Diotrephcs.”

Think about this: | Jemetrius was like]g the bearer of
Johm’s letters to (1aius, and may well have been a
traveling teacher himself, though there is no evidence
of that. I]C Gaius refused to welcome l‘xim) he would
be Pattc—:ming his life after evil (Diotrephcs), and not
good ((_hrist, whom all believers should imitate).



T he exhortation to (aius: imitate good —v. 1]

We have to remember what was going on in this church

that John was writing to:

. Diotrephcs Ye everything all stirred up, he was in
danger of taking over the church—there would have
been much strife, ]ikelg some hard Fcelings.

e | here may have been factions within the church:
some may have sided with Diotrephes, who
aPPcarecj to have some power, and likcly there was
a group of believers who were holcﬂing on, under
much pressure from Diotrephes.

o [ hink of what it would be like to gathcr with this
group on Sunclays and try to worshiﬁ, havcjogﬁui

e

Fc”owship, and give full attention to t Scripturcs.



T he exhortation to (aius: imitate good —v. 1]

\What is the connection of the 27d 15 of v. 11 with the
first 1,7 And how does that fit with the context
here, if Johnis concerned that (haius might be
swagc& }oy Diotrephcs’ strong Persona]itg?

John, as he did so oftenin 1 _John, gives a visible,

objective test of genuine faith:

1 he evil that Diotrephes IS &oing is evidence of
the state of his hear’c——bg saying this, lohnis
implging that he is not a genuine believer.

x So Diotrephes “has not seen God,” a Phrase

arallel to saging that he has not genuinelg
Eehevs&.



T he exhortation to (aius: imitate good —v. 1]

]. Howarcl Marsha”: “Bg contrast, a person who
does evil—such as Diotrepl‘lesw——has not seen God.
e has no real Christian cxpericnce) and his
conversion must Bejudgecl to have been an illusion.
It is clear that the lack of (Christian characteris to
be regarécd as a mark of the absence of true

Cl‘nristian cxPerience. Tivi]) un]oving conduct calls in
uestion a Person’s Progcssion to be a (_hristian:
:%:or anyone who does not love his brothcr, whom he

has seen, cannot love God) whom he has not seen’’

(i Jo}m 5:20).”



A brief interlude here...

Jo}m’s objcctivc tests of salvation, from i John —
* W :6~7~—-—wa”<ing in the light

e 1:8-10—confession of sin

s Z:§~6~———obcclience (Z:7_9; 5:4-10, 7.4)

e 2:10-11—love for other believers (5: 1 4~18;4:7~
12,16,20-21)

e 2:15-16—not ]oving the world

e 2:22-2%—not clenging the Son (i.e., there are not
many Paths to God; 4:.1-6, 1 5)

e %.19-21—inward conviction of sin

* “4:15—presence of the in&welling Holg Spirit

* 5:1—believing that Jesus is the (Christ (5:12)



T he exhortation to (aius: imitate good —v. 1]
ya. couple more things on this Point...
1 o “not imitate evil but imitate good” rc—:quires what?

Whatever else we might say I response to that
question, we’'re a]wags going to end up at this Point:

It will require making wise, and deliberate, choices.

- Whg we can make wise, and dclibcrate, choices

now: | zekiel %6:22-27—a living, responsive heart
toward Go&) not a dead heart of stone.
And one more quick) rea”y obviou&-souncling thing:

if Pm going to imitate someone who is making wise

decisions, | have to watch. | have to know them.



T he exhortation to (aius: imitate good —v. 1]
ya. couple more things on this Point...
1 o “not imitate evil but imitate good” rc—:quires what?

Well—one more c:]uick thoughtz I J'm going to imitate

someone else’s wise and gocﬂg life...

* ] may well need to admit that | am wrong, or at least
that some of my decisions have not been the best.
]n other words, ] need to humble mysehc.

e |f]am going to imitate the goo& and wise and gocﬂg
In someone cﬂ:le:J it may very well be hard for me to
do. We’re not nccessarilg tal‘(ing about SERTY

decisions to make here..when Jesus said, “J ollow

Me,” (i.e., imitate Me), [ e expecte& it to be hard.



Tl‘ne example to (Laius: the testimony of Demetrius-v. 12
P Y

\What stands out to you about | Jemetrius inv. 127
And bg the way, this is all we know about him. Tl‘nere
are a couPle of other “Demetrius™ in the NT, but it's a
stretch to make either of them fit here.

Notice the rePeated word, testimorny.

e |t's the Gk word martﬂr/é, and is basica”g either “the
act of testi{ging, or the content of a certain
testimony.” ~ Mounce

: A1CCW other cxamples of the word: John A A
%.32.5:31; 1 John 5:9-10; Rev. 1:2, 12:1 1.

¢ Notice again that both (saius and Demetrius have

ives noticed 59 others, while Diotrephc—:s “likes to

Sut himself first.”




Tl‘ne example to (jaius: the testimong of Demetrius-v. 12
We could make a list here (btw, it is very helpful to

notice when writers of 5criptur<~: do this) of those

who bear witness to the character of [ Demetrius:
e 5 goocl testimony From cveryone...”

s A good tcstimony...[rom the truth itself.”

o “IVe alsoadd our tcstimong...”

Believers in gcneral who knew of Demetrius alwags

spoke well of him. W}‘:g?

is life was consistent with Scripturempeople saw
Scripture in his life. \What did theg see”?

And _John himself knew that Demetrius was a [salm
15 kind o{:gug.



Tl‘ne example to (Laius: the testimony of Demetrius-v. 12
P Y

Robert Murrag M‘Chc—:gnc was a pastor 13
Scotland in the mid-1800’s. lohn could have said

somctlﬁing like this about Demetrius: “|t is not great
talents Go& blesses so much as great likeness to

Jcsus.”

Frag to be like [ Demetrius.

. Fray to be someone whose gocﬂiness is not self-
serving, but is simple) and clear to others.

. Frag to have a heart that is so convinced of the
immeasurable love of (_hrist that a ite of
consistent obedience is a deligh’mcu] thing.



John, the shcpherc} of the sheep: “we will talk face to
face” (13-14); “greet the Friends, each 1:)9 name” (15)

John was tkinking of—or magbe ke—someone else
when he wrote those words...

-—

o | heword frendsis a very unusual way of
cescribing fellow believers—see Jo}m 159:12~15.

-—

e Thel 9V Stuég Bible note on John 15:15
says this: ¢ You are Mﬂ friends imPlies a stunning

level of comfortable Pcrsonal interaction with

(One who is also the eternal, omnipotcnt (_reator
of the universe.”

- T}we Gk word P/?//OS (dear, va]uable) became the

standard word for frend or relative.



Johrz the shc herd of the shee “we will talk face to
face” (i 5~ ) greet the Friends each 1:)9 name’ (i 5)

John was t}'nnkmg of—or magbe ke—someone else
when he wrote those words...

e A believer goes from being an enemy of (3od
(Rom. 5:10) to friend (Jol‘m 15:15).

Pecause of their stancjing in (_hrist, theg have
become very dear to John—( hrist’s friends are
John s friends—and he wanted each one of them

Persona”g and warml g!"@@t@& each by name.

Want a mimstr 4 Thmk like that on Sundag

mommgs “greet the Friencls each bg name.’



John, the shcpherc} of the sheep: “we will talk face to
face” (13-14); “greet the Friends, each 1:)9 name” (15)

“The aPostle’s farewell wish (“FPeace be to 9ou”>
was an aPProPriate one for that strife-torn
congregation. (saius and _John evi&entlg had mutual
friends who asked John to greet (1aius for them.
John also asked (Gaius to greet some other mutual
friends who were with him. T he Phrasc—a “bg name”
adds a Persomal, intimate touch. Though well into
his nineties, John still cherished those to whom he

had ministered throughout his life” — John
Mac/\r’chur



