“|s not this great Babglon...”




« .which | have built bg my migl‘ntg power as a royal

residence...”
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| ord, Eig% and holgj meek and lowlg,

T hou hast brought me to the va”@g of vision,
where | live in the Aepths but see | hee in the heights;
hemmed in 59 mountains of sin | behold T}‘lg glorg.

Let me learn Bg Paraéox that the way down
is the way up,

hat to be low is to be high)

hat the broken heart is the healed heart,

hat the contrite SPirit is the rejoicing spirit)

hat the repenting soul is the victorious soul.
hat to have nothing is to possess all,
hat to bear the cross is to wear the crown,

nat to give is to receive,

T O Ol G R (T

hat the va”eg is the Place of vision.
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Herc—:’s the title we’re using for the book:
Thc King of the Nations
Our keg verse for the book is 4:34b—“[is dominion

Is an everlasting dominion, and [Tis kingdom endures

from gcneration to generation.”

The book divides natura”y into two halves...

Danicl in the King’s courts — chs. 1-6

Daniel and the King’s visions — chs. Vi || 9a
Damcl ‘%———The Most High rules the kmgdom of men
\ebuchadnezzar s 2" dream described —v. 1-18

. \ebucha&nezxars 274 dream mterpreteé ~v. 19-27
. \ebuchacinezz_ar’s 274 dream fulfilled = v. 28- LA




Daniel's immediate reaction to the king’s dream —v. 19

King Nebuchadnezzar has a dream (4:4), and the
dream is revealed to [ Daniel (4:8).
e T he king’s reaction to his dream: “| saw a dream

that made me afraid...the visions of my head
alarmed me” (4:5).

Daniel had two immediate reactions to the king’s
dream (4: i 9):

1

e [Tis first reaction: “ | hen Daniel..was Aismaged
for a while, and his thoug}wts alarmed him.”

1

e [Tis second reaction: “My loré, may the dream be

for those who hate you and its interpretation for

B2

your enemies!



Daniel's immediate reaction to the king’s dream —v. 19

Daniel is al:)l:)arentlg silent for a while after the king
tells him his dream; the king has to Prod him to give its
interpretation: “Byelteshazzar, let not the dream or

the intcrpretation alarm 9ou.”

-_—

[ he king had a second dréamw—again, notjust any
old dailg dream, but one that shook him to the core.
e king, Nebuchadnezzar...

e _isruthless

e __crushes kings and kingcloms

. ...riPs apart families and destrogs homes and
torciblg marches them to Babg]on as his slaves

® _..Was resPonsiHe tor countless &eaths



Daniel's immediate reaction to the king’s dream —v. 19

...and how did Daniel rcsPorsd? “Mﬁ lordJ may the

dream be for those who hate you and its

interprctation for your enemies!” Whﬂ in the world

would Daniel show any ComPassion at all for him?

e Daniel doesn’t fear for his own life—even though
he knows the king&om could likelg be thrown into
chaos when the dream is fulfilled—he fears for the
welfare of this harsh and ruthless pagan king.

. V@buchac{nezzarfuug deserved evc—:rgthing

foretold in this dream, and [ Daniel knew it.

/

e |twasthe ver%JuAgment of (od coming on the
&ing——-Daniel |

alarming to him.

dn’t rc-:joicc-:, it was sohcring and



Daniel's immediate reaction to the king’s dream —v. 19

It is a severe message Daniel will give to the king) but
he will not changc—: the message.

e Daniel will sPcak truth to the king, but he will do
Bohf 15,25

so with a heart of comPassion {
John %:18).
* [ hatis the spirit behind Matt. 18:10-14 and the
assage we refer to as church OGBC/;D//}?@, v. 15-20.
. rlovc how Dale IDENVE puts it: « And that is the
proper balance one meets in the | ord’s true
servants: a love-driven sadness that cringes to

speak the hard word of Gocj) 96:‘5 a Go&«
honouring obedience that sPcaks it angway.”



Daniel's immediate reaction to the king’s dream —v. 19

SOW—-}‘IOW ClO 3OU !"CSPOﬂd Wl"l@ﬂ someconc brings 3OU

a hard word?

What about when Fastor David “lags bare the

Word of GOCJ for gourgooé week bg wcek)” and he

may say things that are hard for you to hear?

o ] know of one couple who left the church after he
was convinced that [’ had Preached a sermon
directlg at him. | told him to go talk to David, but
he refused. So...theg left.

. Recognize the great ghct of the hard words of
God, and the hard words that may on occasion
come to you—see Prov. 20:30, 27:5-6.



T}‘ne rcvealing of the king’s dream —v. 20-2%
DEGITS begins to explain the dream to the king—-—fthe

interpretation and its imP]icatiOHS come a bit later.

I"or now, he simplg cxplains afew Pertincnt details.

e [Tle describes the massive tree of the dream (v.
20-21), and tells Neb. that “it is you, (8 king...”

e [t seems that the sense here is that Neb. is the
cerxtral, most Powerpul person on earth (v. 2] ~ZZ>;
Gocﬂ was acknowle&ging the king’s might...get, all
that he had was &erive&, given to him: 2:37-%8.

 Noticeinv.23 the change I ]anguage wWe saw
back inv. 15—from “it” to “him.”> | he tree

represents a Personw—and the king knows it is him.



1 he intcrpretation of the king’s dream —v. 24-26

1 he message was both clear and severe: evsrgthing,

inclu&ing his }‘:umanitg, would be strippe& away from
Nebuchadnezzar.

Tivcrgthing that had been a source of sclmc»-glozy

would be taken away.

. Hc had once t%ought of himself as more powerful
than any godw—sce 5. 5-—but now he would be
made like an animal bg the Most Hig% Go&.

“Pain insists upon bcing attended to. (od wl‘zispcrs
to us in our Pleasures, sPeaks IN our conscience, but

shouts in our Pain: itis His mcgaphone to rouse a

deaf world.” — (.5 ewis




T he intcrpretation of the king’s dream —v. 24-26

W!‘ICH are we most often rea&g to examine our

hearts and confront tl‘xings and make changcs’?

. Thc—: “dis” words: discomfort, disaster, discontent,
disrup‘cionJ etc.

. Fray forthose who are going t%rough har&ship
“that through endurance and through the
encouragement of the Scriptures we might have
hop@” (Rom. 154). | he expectation that (God will
use this to do somcthing important (2 Cor.4:16-18).

e “ltis Preciselg t%rough the storms of life that (1o0d
will show us who we rea”g are and, even more

imPortantlg, who [Je real]g is.” — |ain Duguid



T he intcrpretation of the king’s dream —v. 24-26

Daniel’s first comment in his interpretation of the
dream is a critical Point that Neb needs to grasp:
“O king: ltis a decree of the Most High...” (v. 24). |t

is a fixed decision.

(ne wonders, dorn’t one, how the king would be

“driven from among men.”

o |tlookslike it will be a temporary maclnessv———magbe
when he lost his sense of humanitg others Pushed
him away and out of the city.

e (_an you imagine what this must have been like for

the first couplc of éaﬂs in Neb’s galace?

cchn SI"IOC‘(CA.

]:vergonc around him must have



T}‘ne intcrpretation of the king’s dream —v. 24-26
So the mightg king went out to live like an animal for

“seven Perio&s of time.” Meaning what?

. Mar39 have assumed this means seven literal years,
but the text doesn’t say that. ]tjust SEDE “Periocls of
time.” Put it could be seven years. Or not.

e |tis worth noting that it coul&just as accuratelg mean
a [u//anc/comp/c’:‘fc/uc/‘gment Seven is the [Tebrew
number of com ]eteness, and the meaning could be
that (God will £ oroughig and complcte]g accomplish
His purpose in this unusual and sevcrcjudgmcnt

e Remember—the Point of thejudgment s not the
spcchcic time Pcriod, but the outcome: “till you know

that the Most High rules the kiﬂgdom of men...”



T he intcrpretation of the KINg's dream —v. 24-26

Put (God Promised something iﬂcrediblg gracious to
this pagan king: “(_hop down the tree and dcstrog it
but leave the stump o its roots in the earth, bound
with a band of iron and bronze...” (v. 23).

e |nv.26, Daniel cxplains this little detail: “« And as
it was commanded to leave the stump of the roots
of the tree, your kingdom shall be confirmed for
you from the time that you Lknow that [Jeaven
rules” Just to Clarhcgj it’s rePeatecJ again inv. 52
until you know that Aeaven, and not king N., rules.

e Putonce that lesson is leamed_——r@a//ﬂ learned
this time—the king would be fu”g restored.



Daniels final counsel to the king —v.27

Oic——-Picture this: you’re standing in front of the
most Powerful king on the Planct, an absolute
monarch, one known for his ruthlessness, who either
kills or enslaves his enemies, and—to add one other
little &etailwyou Belong to him, you are his caPtivej
and even though you work for him, you can’tjust up
and leave when you feel like it. You belong to him.

T here you are stamdimg in front of him and you tell
him this: “( Jm, king’? You are wrong and you rea”g
need to change, like right NOW. Stop Aoing all the
bad stuggou’re doing, and do what | tell you is right.
An& you should do it sooner rather than later.”



Daniels final counsel to the king —v.27
How is that going to go over?

That IS basica”g what Daniel does inv. . 74 He
offers his advice to the kingj and aEPCals to him to
at”
. Tl‘latjust Possiblg this scvercjudgmcnt was not
inevitable. |f Neb would gcnuinely humble himself,
there would be no need for (God to humble him.

lt's like a warning shot across the bow.

repent of his Pride. Suggesting W

|s this pagan king accountable to (God for his rule?

. Notice Fs. 82L:1-4; Frov. 51:1-9. Genti]e rulers
are responsible before (7od to protect their
subjects from OPPressiom and to éojus’cice.



Daniels final counsel to the king —v.27

D anie knew where the road would lead if there were
afe) rePentance. Onc Pastor SEVE this: “As a Pastor,
there is nothiﬂg more sobering to me than to see
elders and ministers who have now made shipwreck
of theirlives. | hese men were friends and
co”eagues who once Faithfu”y Preache& the gOSs el
and cncourage& the saints, but are now disquali‘r‘iped
from ministry because of moral failure. |t brings me
up short and Clwa”eng@s my Pricje) for ] know that | am
no better than theg were, and onlg (od’s grace il

keep me from a similar fate.”



Daniels final counsel to the king —v.27

Notice Jc—:rc—:miah 1 8:5-~1
11C a nation heard of Go& desgn to brm
'uci ment and theg turned from their evil, tl‘xc

e/

'u&gmcnt would be backed off.

Here s an mterestmg one—what it the repentanccz IS
kmcl of sketchg, ol shakg See Km s 21:17-29.

Ahab was no paragon of virtue even aFter his

sketchg and temporarg rePentance yet it must
have been (at least to some degree) genumc

'udgmg bg (10d’s response.

And one more: 2 ngs 22:8-20. Fromised
Jucjgment was mercncung Postponed.




Daniels final counsel to the king —v.27

“The change was not with (God but with humanitg. When
the conduct of humanitg changeé towards C}odJ the
conduct of (1o0d aPPeareé to change toward humankind.
Yet (1od was consistent in [ 1is behavior all along. When
Scripture tells us about (yod re]enting of what [Je said
He would do, each instance is in regard to Punishment. lt

is never a case of (10d Promising to do somcthing good
and then changing His mind.” — [ Don Stewart

“Goé is free to alter His announcs&ju&gments when we

repent. Despitc IS knowing whether we will trust [im

before we do so, | le still condescends to respon& to our
trust, and thus our actions are signhcicant. Though we
must not take this truth gorgranted, our | ather il alwags
Free]y Forgive those who turn to [Jim> = R.(C. SProul



“( yrant, Almighty (30d, since T!‘nou settest before
us our sins, and at the same time announcest

Th self as ourJudge that we may not abuse Thg
gorbcarance and la yup for ourselves a treasure of
greater wrath through our sloth and torpor Grant
also that we may fear Thee reverentl anci be
anx:ously cautious ourselves: may we be Frightenec}
B Th thr@ats and enticed bg Thy sweetness, and
be Wi“mg and submissive to Thee. may we never

desire more than to consecrate ourselves entire]9 to

obey T hee, and to g]orhcg Thg name through Jesus
Cl‘:rist our ] ord. Amen.” — John Calvin



